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2 THEss. II. I, IN 


MAN of SIN. 


That- the whole Propheſy, in that Chapter, is 
applicable to him and his Adherents, and 

| to them alone. 
Nor can we, at this Day, deſcribe the Apoſtaſy of 
the Church of Rome, in a more conciſe and lively 


Manner, than the Aposr IE has done in that ſhort 
and remarkable Propheſy. 
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and NoTes on the Epiſtles of St. PAUL to 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Concerning this 


SECONDEDITION. 


WES this Diſſertation has 
been printed in Quarto, 
. and is not to be had 
without buying theParaphraſes 


and Notes, on ſix of Ft. Paul 


Epi ſtles, in Imitation of Mr. 
Locke' Manner; --- the Author 
has been prevailed upon, by 
the Requeſt of ſome of his 

A 2 Friends, 


1 

Friends, to print this Edition, 
ſeparate; for the Uſe of ſuch 
as may chuſe to have this ſmall 


Piece by it ſelf. 
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DISSERTATION 


Concerning the 
Man SIN, Sc. 


2 TEESsS. II. i—--12. 


Now we beſeech you, brethren, by k. 

the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

1 and by our gathering together unto 

$ him, that ye be not ſoon ſhaken 2. 

; in mind, or be troubled, neither by 

g ſpirit, nor by word, nor by letter, 

as from us, as that the day of 

Chriſt is at hand. 

' Lee no man deceive you by any z. 

| means: for that day ſhall not come, 
except 


RE 
except there come a falling away firſt, 
and that man of fin be revealed, the 


4. fon of perdition : Who oppoſeth and 


exalteth himſelf above all that iscal- 
led God, or that is worſhipped ; ſo 
that he as God fitteth in the temple 


of God, ſhewing himſelf that be is 
God. 


5. Remember ye not, that when I was 


6. 


7. 


10. 


yet with you, I told you theſe 
things? And now ye know what 


withholdeth, that he might be re- 
vealed in his time. For the myſtery 
of iniquity doth already work : only 
he who now letteth, will let, until be 
be taken out of the way. And then 


ſhall that wicked one be revealed, 


(vhm theLord ſhall conſume with the 


ſpirit of his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy 


with the brightneſs of his coming: 
Even him) whoſe coming is after the 
working of Satan, with all power, 
and figns, and lying wonders ; and 
with all decervableneſs of unrighte- 
owſneſs, in them that periſh; becauſe 
they received not the love of the _ 

thai 


[3] 
that they might be ſaved. And for 11. 
this cauſe God ſhall fend them 
frong delufion, that they ſhould be- 
lieve a lie : That they all might 12. 
be damned, who believed not the 
truth, but bad pleaſure in un- 


righteouſneſs. 


OP E RZ, however artfully 
if diſguiſed in Proteſtant Coun- 
| tries, and where there is Li- 
= 4 bcrty for free Inquiry, con- 
tinues ſtill to be a moſt cor- 

—— pt and tyrannical Religion, 
— in Places where tis eſtabliſhed 
and protected by the Sword of the Magiſtrate. 
As the AposTLEs had the prophetic Spirit 


in the higheſt Degree, and Popery is ſuch a 


notorious Corruption of Chriſtiaxity, a Cor- 
ruption which has ſpread ſo far and wide, 
and continued ſo long in the World; one 
would naturally expect to find Predictions, 
in their Writings, concerning this grand A- 
poftaſy, to prevent the true Chriſtians of later 
Ages from being ſhocked at the Appearance 
of fo diſagreeable a State of Things. Such 
a Propheſy, as I apprehend, is contained in 
this Chapter, v. 1, — 12. 

St. Paul planted the Chriſtian Church at 
Theſſalonica, After he had left that Place, 
the Chri/tians fell into a Miſtake, concern- 
ing the Coming of the day of the LorD, ima- 


gining 


— ——— —— — — — — 
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gining that St. PAu thought it to be juſt at 
Hand. To rectify that Miſtake (which he 
ſuſpected had been occaſioned, either by his 
Diſcourſes, when he was among them, or by 
a Letter, which he had wrote ſince; — to 
rectify that Miſtake, I ſay) he ſent this 
ſecond Epiſtle, in which he acquaints them 
that that Day could not be ſo near; becauſe 
a great and remarkable Apoſtaſy was firſt to 
happen in the Chri/tian Church, ASE 
That the day of CHRIsT, v. 2. doth not 
refer to our LoRD's coming to deftroy [Ferus 
ſalem and the Jewiſb Nation, will plainly. ap- 
ear, if we look into the Riſe and Progreſe 
of this Miſtake. In the former Epiſtle, Chap. 
iv. 13, &c. the Apos L difſuaded the Theſſa- 
lontans from an exceſſive Sorrow, upon the 


Death of their Friends; ſuch as the Hea- 
thens were commonly guilty of; putting 


them in mind of the Chriſtian Promiſe of a 


glorious Reſurrection to eternal Life. When 
that Reſurrection and compleat Happineſs will 
commence, he there informs them, vg. at 
the Coming of the Lokp, when the Chri/ti- 
ans, who ſhall be then found alive upon the 
Earth, ſhall be transformed; as well as the 
Dead be raiſed, and the Righteous all made 
happy. Having mentioned that Coming of the 
Lokp, or of the Day of the Lorp, he, in 
the Beginning of the 5'* Chapter, goes on 
with his Diſcourſe about Hat day; aſſuring 
them that it would come ſuddenly and ſur- 
prizingly, and that (as the particular Time 

was 
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was unknown) Men ſhould always be pre- 
pared; but he ſaid nothing there, how nigh, 


or how diſtant, he apprehended it to be; 
and (very probably) from that his Silence a- 


roſe the Miſtake of the Chriſtians at Theſſa- 


lonica. 

As ſoon as the AposTLR underſtood that 
they had miſtaken his Meaning, he wrote 
to em this ſecond Letter; the principal De- 
ſign of which was to ſet them right about 
this Point. And he ſeems to have been very 
ſollicitous to ſet them right in this Particu- 
lar; left they ſhou'd have been tempted to 
have thrown off Chriſtianity it ſelf; when 
they ſhould find that the Event did not happen, 
according to their Expectations. When he 
was among them, he had told them that 2 
grand Apoſtaſy was to happen; and therefore 
the Day of the LoRD was at ſome Diſtance. 
That Propheſy he now repeats, and intimates 
to them that it was a plain Proof of the 
Diſtance of that great Day. If therefore the 
Day, or coming of the LorD, 1 Theſſ. iv. 15, 
&c. and v. 1, &c. ought to be underſtood of 
the Day of Judgment, when CHRIST ſhall 
deſcend, the Dead ſhall be raiſed, and the 
Generation then living transformed ; as it cer- 
tainly ought to be: I think it evident, that 
it ought * ſo to be underſtood in this Place 
alſo; for of the ſame Day, and the ſame com- 
ing of the LokD, he appears to be ſpeaking 


+ St. Auf. de Civit, Dei, L. xx. e. 19. 
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in both the Epiſtles. And, what may further 
confirm this, is, that by that day *, or the 
coming of the LoRD, is generally meant his 
coming to judge the World, As, therefore, 
this is the uſual Meaning of the Phraſe, 
in * other Places of the New Teftament, and 
the moſt evident Meaning of it in theſe two 
Epiſtles to the Theſſalomtans ; we have no 
Occaſion (upon that Account) to look for 
the Man of Sin, and the grand Apoſtaſy, be- 
fore the Deſtruction of Feruſalem; as they 
are obliged to do, who underſtand this com- 
ing of the LoRD to refer to the Deſtruction 
of that City. 

None of the ſeven following Interpre- 
tations of this Propheſy appear to me to be 
well grounded, 

(1.) Grotius would perſuade us that Cai us 
Caligula was the Man of Sin, here propbeſied 
of. Whereas, according to the Account of 
all the lateſt and beſt Chronolagers, this E- 
piſtle was written about twelve Years after 
the Death of that Emperor, It could not, 
therefore, ſurely be a Propheſy of the Wick- 
edneſs and Cruelty of Caligula. 

(2.) Dr. Hammond would have Simon Ma- 


gus and the Gnoſtics to be here deſign'd ; but 


S. Magus had already ſhow'd himſelf an Ene- 


2 Sce Matt. xxv. 31. Acts xvii. 37. 1 Cor. i. 8. and iii. 13. 
and v. 5. and xv. 23. 2 Cor. i. 14. Eph. iv. 30. compared with 
Rom. viii. 23. Philip. i. 6; 10. and ii. 16. 1 The. ii. 19. and 
iii. 13. and v. 23. 2 Theſ. i. 10. 2 Tim. i. 12; 18. and iv. 8. 
2 Pet. i. 19. and ii. 9. and iii. 4. — 10; 12. 1 John iv. 17. Jud. 
ver 14. and many other Places, where Phraſes of the ſame Import 
are made uſe of, as 1 Pet. i. 73 13, Sc. 
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my to Chriſtianity at Samaria; and therefore 
was not yet to be revealed. And as to his 
Conflict with St. PETER at Rome, and many 
of the Doctor's Stories about the Gnoſtics, 
they ſeem to be built upon too ſandy a Foun- 
dation, to deſerve any great Regard. Dr. 
Whithy and Mr. Le-Clerc have abundantly 
confuted that Interpretation. 

Gratius's introducing Simon Magus, Ver. 
8, 9. is as groundleſs, for the ArosTLE doth - 
there evidently continue to ſpeak of the ſame 
Perſon, that he had began with, Ver. 3, 4. 
and if Grot;us ſaw that the whole Propheſy 
could not agree either to Caligula, or to Si- 
mon Magus and his deluded Followers, I 
think he ought, in his Interpretation, to 
haves have referred no Part of it to either of 
them. 

(3.) Others would have the unbelieving 
Jews, who perſecuted the Chriſtians before 
the Deſtruction of Feru/alem, and made 
many of them apoſtatize to Fudaiſm, to be 
the Man of Sin, &c. But this Interpretation 
_— to me to be not well grounded. For 
the unbeleving Jews, tho they did, indeed, 
perſecute the Chriſtians; yet they were not 
united under any one eminent Head, or 
Leader. They were never able to exalt 
themſelves above all, that is called @ God, 
or an Emperor, i. e. above all the Kings and 
Potentates upon Earth. Nor had they, after 


+ See Mr. La-Roche's new Memvirs of Literature, for Sept: 


1726. 
B 2 this 


8 ] 
this Time, any one Perſon among them, 
Who ſate in the Temple of Gop, ſhewing and 
manifeſting himſelf to be a God, or to be 
poſſeſſed of the Power of a King, or tem- 
poral Monarch. 2 

Nor doth St. PAuL appear to me to be by 
any Means he that letted, Ver. 6. 7. for the 
unbelieving Jews perſecuted the Chriſtians 
after his Converſion, as well as before it; 
nor could he prevent the Apoſiaſy of the 
Fewiſh Chriſtians by labouring (as he gene- 
rally did) among the Gentile Churches. 

Beſides, in the Propheſy of St. Paul, the 
Apoftaſy was (in a great Degree, at leaſt,) to 
precede the Revelation of the Man of Sin; 
whereas, the perſecuting antichriſtian Spirit 
of the unbelieving Jews was revealed, or 
manifeſted, before the Apoſtaſy of the Fewiſb 
Chriſtians. 
And, finally, tis a grand Objection with 
me againſt that Interpretation, that by the 
Man of Sin's appearing, and being revealed, 
is underſtood his Periſbing and Deſtruction. 
In as much as St. Pavur hath clearly diſtin- 
guiſhed his Coming, and the Continuance of 
his Power, from the Puniſhment and Per- 
dition which would be, at laſt, inflited on 
him by the Loxp. 

(4.) „Others, again, would have the unbe- 
te ſieving Jews, who revolted from the Romans, 
i together with the Jewiſß Converts, who apoſ- 
* tatized from the Chriſtians to the Jew!/h Re- 
* Hgion, to be the Perſons here propheſied of.” 

Whereas, 


F 
Whereas, what the Aros TIE is here ſpeak- 
ing of, was an Apoſtaſy from the true Reli- 
gion. For ſo the Word * aTe5aoa fignifieth in 
other Places of the New Teftament : And what 
will lead us to underſtand it ſo, in this Place, 
is, that it was to be carried on by © ſham Mi- 
« racles, and all the Deceivableneſs of Un- 
e righteouſneſs; and ſhould prevail only among 
« vicious Perſons, who had an Enmity to 
Truth, and loved Lies and Wickedneſs.” Bur 
the unbelieving Fews could not apoſtatixe 
from the Chriſtian Religion; becauſe they had 
never embraced it; and the Fewi/h Chriſtians, 
who did apoſtatize, had no eminent Head or 
Leader, that deſerved the Name of the Man 
of Sin, &c. Dr. Whitby, who is the moſt 
conſiderable Advocate for this Interpretation, 
plays between the two; and brings in the an- 
beheving Jews revolting from the Romans, 
or the Jeuiſb Chriſtians falling away from 
Chriſtianity ; juſt as may beſt help him out in 
his Hypotheſis. But the Propheſy itſelf is uni- 
form, and deſcribes one Sort of Apoftaſy, 
quite throughout. | 

(F.) As Mabomet himſelf did never profeſs 
the Chriſtian Religion, he could not be called 
an Apoſtate. However, as he made many 
Chriſtians to apoſtatige, and built his Religion 
partly upon the Ruin and Corruption of 
Chriſtianity, he might (in ſome Senſe) be 
ſaid to fit in the Temple of Gop. He like. 
wiſe (tho' he pretended to be an extraordi_ 


Acts xxi, 21. 1 Tim. iv. 1. Heb. iii, 12. 
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nary Prophet) ſhewed himſelf to be in Rea 
lity zo Prophet, but a temporal Prince; and 
he aroſe after the Downfal of the Roman 
Empire. Which I take to have been the 
(To nalleyer) that which hindered the Appear- 
ance of the Man of Sin. All this may be 
ſaid in Favour. of them who underſtand this 
as a Propbeſy of Mabemet. But then (1.) 
Suppoſe that St. JohN and St. PAuL pro- 
n ed of the ſame Thing (as I think they 
id) 'tis evident that Rome muſt be the Seat 
of the grand Impoſtor. For Rev. xvii. g, 18. 
the City, which ſtood upon ſeven Hills, 
and then reigned over the Kings of the 
Earth, was to be the Seat of this tyrannical 
Power. (2.) Tis a ſufficient Argument a- 
gainſt applying tis Propheſy ta Mahomet, 
that this wicked one was to come after the 
Workipg of Satan, with all Power and Signs 
apd lying Wonders, 7. e. with great Preten- 
ons to Miracles, Whereas Mahomet did not 
etend to eſtabliſh himſelf and his Impoſture 
Miracles. For, tho' ſeveral Miracles are 
aſcribed to him, by the fabulous and legen- 
dary Writers among the Mahometans ; yet 
their learned Men renounce them all. Nor 
doth Mahomet himſelf, in the Koran, lay any 
Claim to them. 
| (6.) Tho' Rome Heathen oppoſed Chriſtia- 
nity very much, and the Emperors exalted 
themſelves above all the Kings and Princes 


* See Dr. Prideaux's Life of Mahomet, p. 31. and Mr. Salt's 
Tranſlation of A/ Kiran, p. 203, 236, 473. 
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upon the Earth; yet this their Exaltation 
was not 8 rw to - hg Nei- 
ther did they atize from flrant 
nor fic in che Tapi of Gop, —— 
to eſtabliſh their power by Miraclet. 
89 Papiſta, in their Annotations on 
the Rhemiſh New Teftament, interpret this 
afy to be © the falling away of the 
« Protefkants from the Church of Rome.” 
And fo (by a ſtrange Legerdemam) we are to 
be the Mar of Sin, or his Forerunners at 
leaſt, Whereas, it doth not certainly appear 
that there was any Chriſtian Church at Rome, 
when St. Paul wrote this ſecond Epiſtle to 
the Theſſalonians. Nor are we united under 
any one common Head upon Earth; nor do 
we pretend to eſtabliſh our Doctrine by Mi- 
racles, Theſe and many other Things plain- 
ly ſhow, that 'tis ridiculous to apply thts 
Propheſy to the Reformation from Popery. 
As we have rejected theſe Mihinterpretati- 
ons, the next Thing is to point out the 
APosTLE's Meaning. And, however diffi- 
cult it may appear, upon a tranſient Read- 
ing, to fix the Senſe of ſo ſhort and general 
a Propheſy as this; I will venture to ſay, 
that x0 Propbeſy could have been more ex- 
actly accompliſhed, than this hath been, in 
the Biſhop of Rome, and his Adherents. And 
therefore, as it agrees to them, and the 
Whole of it to them only; there is the 
greateſt Reaſon to think, that it was defign- 
ed for them; eſpecially as it is a ſingular 
Event, 


[ 12 J 


Event, the like to which never happened 
before, and (moſt probably) never will W. 

n again. 

But let us go over the ſeveral Parts of the 

Propbeſyj. 
Ver. 3. Before the Coming of the Day 
* of the Lord there was to happen @ Falling 
* away, or an Apoſtaſy.” And, accordingly, 
what an Apoſtaſ from the true Chriftian 
Worſhip, Doctrine, and Practice, hath hap- 
pened; and is ſupported by the Church of 
Rome? Inſtead of worſhiping Gop with 
Simplicity, and in Spirit and Truth, they 
have introduced external Pomp and nume- 
rous Ceremonies, which ſtrike upon the Senſes 
and ingage the Atttention without mending 
the Heart. 

Inſtead of worſhiping Gop through Jzsvs 
Cunrsr (the only Mediator between Gop 
and Men) they have ſubſtituted the Doctrine 
of Demons, 1. e. the Spirits of Men depart- 
ed out of this Life, who (as they pretend) 
intercede * with Gop for us; and they in- 
voke the Virgin Mary more frequently than 
Gop himſelf. They have not only ſucceded 
Rome Heathen, in the Seat of Empire; but 
have alſo apoſtatized into their Imagery and 
Idolatry * Though they have, indeed, diſ- 


* See the late Popiſh Catechiſm, Chap. 8. Concil, Trident. 
Seſs. xxv. d See the Account given by Dr. Middleton, 
who was himſelf at Rome, and had thereby an Opportunity to 
obſerve the Similitude between the Religion of antient and pre- 

ſent Rome. See alſo Sir jour Newton's late Book on the Prophe- 


r Ec. * 204. 
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guiſed it with new Names and different Pre- 
tenſions. | 

Inſtead of the Chriſtian Doctrine, they have 
apoſtatixed from the Faith, and in many Coun- 
tries taken from the common People the Li- 
berty of reading the Scriptures in their Mother 
Tongue; that they might, with the more Eaſe, 
propagate their own Deluſions. | 

For, having in a forcible and violent Man- 
ner, reſtrained the Liberty of private Judgment, 
they have with leſs Difficulty ſubſtituted, in- 
ſtead of the moſt excellent Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, their own Articles of Faith, and the 
forged Traditions and, lying Legends of their 
Church. And not content barely to propagate Ig- 
norance, they have dared moſt impudently to 
commend it, and called it the Mother of Devotion, 

Their incouraging the Apoſiaſy in Practice, 
will be taken Notice of in the Sentences that 
immediately follow. 

THis GRAND APosTASY was to proceed 
gradually to its Height. But when it came to 
ſuch a Pitch; then was to be revealed one, 
who ſhould deſervedly be called, the Man of 
Sin, and Son of Perdition. 

That this Phraſe may denote a Succeſſion of 
Perſons one after another, tho' but one at a 
Time, may appear from Deut. xvii. 14----20. 
where that Phraſe, the King of 1/rael, muſt be 
underſtood, not of one King only, but of a 
Succeſſion of Kings; and from * ſeveral Texts, 
where the Jewiſh Higb-Prieſt is ſpoken of as 
one Perſon, tho any one in that Succeſſion of High- 
Prieſts is thereby intended. And to whom can 


Lev. xxi. 10. Numb. xxxv. 25, 28. Joſh, xx. 6. Heb. ay 
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the Title of the Man of Sin ſo properly belong, 
as to the Succeſſion of the Biſhops of Rome, for 
many paſt Centuries? There have been among 
them, not only ſome of the vileſt of Mankind, 
notorious for their Cruelty, Infidelity, Debauch- 
ery, Simony, and all Manner of Wickedneſs. 
But by their * Indulgences, Pardons, and Diſpenſa- 
tions, which they claim a Power from CyRisT 
of granting; and which they have ſold in fo 
infamous a Manner, they have incouraged all 
Manner of vile and wicked Practices. Inſtead 
of ſhewing Men the Neceflity of ſincere Re- 
pentance, unfeigned Faith, and an holy Life 
and Converſation ; they have contrived number- 
leſs Methods to render an holy Life entirely: 
needleſs ; to indulge Men in the — 
and moſt abominable Vices, and yet aſſure them 
of Heaven; even without a thorough Re- 
pentance, provided they will ſufficiently pay 

them for their Admiſſion. 
The Form of Indulgences, d a little before 
the Reformation, was ſo ample, that rich Men 
were 


a See the late Popiſh Catechiſm, c. x. b Mr. Bay/e (in his 
Dictionary, under the Article Banck. Laurence) hath given us the 
Hiſtory of a remarkable Book, called, The Taxes of the Romiſo 
Chancery: In which there is a very particular Account how much 
Money was to be paid into the Apaſlolic, or Pope's Chamber, for 
almoſt all Sorts of Vices. Ex. gr. He who had been guilty of 
« Inceſt with his Mother, Siſter, or other Relation, either in Con- 
« ſanguinity, or Affinity, is taxed at V. Gros, The Abſolution of 
« him who has deflopred a Virgin, VI. Gros. * The Abſolution 
« of him who has murdered his Father, Mother, Siſter, Wiſe, 
% V. or VII. Gros. © 

The Abſolution and Pardon of all Acts of Fornication com- 
% mitted by any of the Clergy, in what Manner ſoever, whether it 
« be with a Nun, within or without the Limits of the Nunnery; 
« or with his Relations in Conſanguinity, or Affinity, or with his 
« God-Daughter, or with any other Woman whatſoever F — 

E whether 


[ 15 ] 


were unconcerned, what Sins they committed 
as knowing that they could, living or dead, 
purchaſe a Pardon. For ſuppoſe they neglected 
it in their Life-Time, it was but leaving ſo much 
Money by Will, at their Death, for Maſſes and 

C 2 Indul- 


« whether alſo the ſaid Abſolution be given in the Name only of 
*« the Clergyman himſelf, or of him jointly with his Whores, with a 
« Diſpenſation to inable him to take and hold his Orders and eccle- 
« fjaſtical Benefices, and with a Clauſe alſo of Inhibition, coſts 


„ 36 Tournois, and g, or 3 Ducati. 


* And if, befides the above, he receives Abſolution from Sodo- 
„ my, or Beſtiality, with the Diſpenſation and Clauſe of Inhibi- 
tion, as before, he muſt pay go Taurnois, v2 Ducats, and 6 
* Carlins. 

« But if he only receives Abſolution from Sodomy, or Beſtiality, 
4. with the Diſpenſation, or Clauſe of Inhibition, he pays only 

* 36 Tournois, and 9 Ducati. A Nun, having committed Fornica- 
tion ſeveral Times, within and without the Bounds of the Nun- 
& nery, ſhall be abſolved, and inabled to hold all the Dignities of 
«« her Order, even that of 445;/5, by paying 36 Teurnois, and 9 
„ Ducats. | 

« The Abſolution of him who keeps a Concubine, with Dif- 
« penſation to take and hold his Orders, and Eccleſiaſtical Benefi- 
« ces, coſts 21 Tournvis, & Ducats, and 6 Carlins.” 

This is a Tranſlation of the very Words of the Baoł itſelf. On- 
ly the firſt Articles to the “ are wanting in one Edition. However, 
even theſe Articles alſo, are in the moſt perſect and correct Editions. 

This Bok has been ſeveral Times printed both in Popifþ and 
Proteſtant Countries; and the Proteſtant Princes inſerted it among 
the Cauſes of their rejecting the Council of Trent. When the Pa- 
pifts ſaw what Uſe the Proteſtants made of it, they put it into the 
Lift of probibited Books. But then they condemned it only upon 
— Suppoſition of its having been corrupted by (che Proteſtants, or) 

eretics. 

But let them ſuppoſe as much as they pleaſe, that it has been 
corrupted by Heretics ; the Editions of it which have been publiſhed 
in Popiſþ Countries, and which the * can't diſown, as that 
of Rome, 1514. That of Cologn, 1515. Thoſe of Paris 15 20, 1545, 
and 1625. And thoſe of Venice, one in the VIth Vol. of the Oceanus 
Juris, publiſhed 1533. the other in the XVth Vol. of the ſame 
Collection, reprinted 1 584. — Theſe Editions, I ſay, are more 
than ſufficient to juſtiß the Reproaches of the Protefiqnts, and to 
cover the Church of Rome with Confuſion. 

The Popiſh Controvertifis, who have not a Word to fay againſt 
the Authority of the Edition of Rome, or that of Paris, &c. are 
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Indulgences, and they were aſſured that all 
would be forgiven them. Can ſuch notorious 
Wickedneſs always eſcape without an eminent 
Perdition ? 

How juſtly may preſent Rome, for her Per- 
ſecution, Idolatry, and notorious Wickedneſs, 
be deemed * my/tical Babylon, and be (ſpiritually, 
or figuratively) called * Sodom and Egypt (where 
Wickedneſs hath riſen to an amazing Height, 
and the People of Gop have been under a long 
and cruel Bondage) and the Mother of Forni- 
cations and f the Abominations of the Earth? 

V. 4. If rightly tranſlated would (I think) 
have run thus, Who oppoſes himſelf, i. e. 
* to CHRIST, and exalts himſelf above every 
e one that is called a God, or (even) the Impe- 
« rial Dignity, ſo that he, as a God, fits * [in- 


under great Perplexity. However, ſince the Proteſtants have made 
ſo great an Handle of this Book, the Papiſis pretend, that (tho? 
ſome of the Popes have been guilty of ſuch infamous Practices, and 
ſuffered ſuch Books to appear; —— yet) the Church of Rome in 
general abhors them. 

But ſhe has never ſhewn, by the Suppreſſion of theſe Taxes, that 
ſhe has had them in Abhorrence, They have been printed (as has 
been already obſerv'd) thrice at Paris, twice at Colagn, and twice 
at Venice. And ſome of theſe Editions have been publiſh'd ſince 
Claude q Eſpence, a Popiſh Dr. exclaimed publickly agiinſ the Enor- 
mities of this Book. 

The Inquiſition of Spain, and that of Rome have condemned the 
Book, only as they ſuppoſe it to have been corrupted by Heretics. 

I muſt add, in the ſecond Place, that the Suppreſſion of ſuch a 
Work is not a ſure Sign of diſapproving the Rules it con- 
tains. This may only gnify that they repented of the 
Publication of it, as it gave ſo fair an Handle for the Here- 
tics to reproach the Court of Rome, and to wound the Church of 
Rome, thro' the Sides of the & gr | 

Theſe ought to be eſteemed My/teries of State, Arcana Imperii, 
Not fit to be divulged. a Rev. xi. 8. and xvii. 5. d Kaft- 
Far, ſo the Word ſignifies, Rev. xvii. 15. and xviil. 7. anſwering 
0 2 Plalm ix. 4. and xxix 10, and cx. 1, Ezek. xxviii 2. 


Zech. vi. 13. 
IR « throned] 


+4 

„ throned] in the Temple of Gop, ſhewing 
« himſelf to be a God.“ [ho oppoſes bim- 
ſelf] that is, to CHRIST, and true Chriſtians. 

who have done this more than the Church 
of Rome? Witneſs their infamous Croi/adoes, 
and the cruel Maſſacres of the Albigenſes and 
Maldenſes, of whom they are ſaid to have ſlain 
above 900,000. 

In d about 30 Years from the firſt founding 
of the Order of Teſuits, above 800,000 of the 
Proteſtants were put to Death, by the Hand of 
the Executioner only. Beſides great Numbers 
who periſhed ſeveral other Ways, of whom we 
have now no particular Account remaining. 
The * Duke of Alva boaſted of his having, 
in a few Years, cut off 36,000 Proteſtants in 
the Netherlands. 

The © horrible and inferna] Court of Ingquiſi- 
tion is ſaid, in about 30 Years, to have!“ con- 
ſumed 150,000, by various Kinds of Torments, 
and ſtill remains in Spain, Portugal, Italy, and 
other Places; on Purpoſe to hinder all free In- 
quiry, and to keep Mankind in the greateſt 
Ignorance of the true Religion, and in a moſt 
{laviſh Subjection to an Hierarchy of ambitious, 
lazy, and debauched Prieſts. 

The cruel Impriſonment, ſcourging, and 
burning of the Martyrs here in England, and 
the horrid and prodigious Maſſacres in France 
and Ireland can never ſurely be forgot. No 

a 's Wor « 503. b Ibid. p. 504. e 
n — „ the Riſe, Pro. 
greſs, and Laws of the Inquiſition; and of the inhumane Treat 
ment that ſach as differ from the Church of Rome there meet with, 


iet them read Limborch's Hiſtory of the Inquiſition, tranſlated 
by the Rev. Mr. Chandler. « See Medes Works, p. 504. 
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benevolent Perſon can read the Accounts, at 
this Diſtance of Time, without weeping Eyes 
and a bleeding Heart. 

Perſecution is a diſtinguiſhing Character of 

this Apoſtate. If to wear * out the ſaints of the 
moſt high, and to ſlay ſuch as are witneſſes * for 
Truth, Virtue, and Liberty, and that bear their 
Teſtimony againſt Impoſitions, Violence and 
Perſecution; if oe make war with the ſaints, 
and frequently 10 prevail againſt, and overcome 
them; and even to be drunk with the blood of 
the ſaints, and of the martyrs of JESUs.—— 
If theſe Things, I ſay, can poſſibly be accom- 
pliſhed, they have been, and till are accom- 
pliſhed by the cruel and tyrannical Church of 
Rome. 
By every one that 1s called a God, muſt be 
underſtood earthly Magiſtrates, or temporal 
Princes; for G, without the Article, doth 
often ſignify a God; and here 'tis evidently op- 
poſed to c O, THE Gon, or the one true Gop, 
in whoſe Temple this Man of Sin was to fit. 
So Pſalm Ixxxii. 6, 7. © I have faid ye are gods, 
* and all of you are children of the moſt high: 
« but ye ſhall die like men, and fall like one 
« of the princes,” And Verſe 1. of that Pſalm, 
% Gop ſtandeth in the congregation of the 
te mighty, he judges among the gods” *. 

But as ZeCaopa ſeems plainly to be an Alluſi- 
on to EiCas@ the Greek Name of the Cæſars, 
or Roman Emperors; tis poſſible that the 
APOSTLE might, in both the Phraſes, refer to the 


2 Dan. vii. 25. d Rev. xi 7, 8. © Ibid, xiii 4 — 7, 
4 Ibid, xvii. 6. © See alſo Ezek. xxviii. 2, 6, 9. John x. 34, 
35. 1 Cor. vill. 5. 
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Roman Emperors; who, after their Deaths, were 
(moſt of them) inroll'd among the Gods. Nay, 
Caius, before his Death, laid Claim to Divini- 
ty, and would needs be acknowledged and wor- 
ſhiped as a Gad. 

That by the Temple of Gop, where this In- 
poſtor was to fix his Seat, may be underſtood 
the Chriſtian Church, will appear, if it be con- 
ſidered that the Chri/tian Church, is, in the New 
Teſtament, often called the Temple of Gop, * or 
compared to the Temple. And in this Temple 
tis propheſied, that the Man of Sin would exalt 
himſelf above all temporal Magiſtrates, Kings, 
and Emperors. And 'tis very eaſy to point out 
the Accompliſhment of this Part of the Pro- 
pbeſy; for how proudly hath the Biſhop of Rome 
thus exalted himſelf, and been ſtiled, by his 
Flatterers and vile Dependants, a * God, who 
ought not to be called to an Account; the ſu- 
preme Deity on Earth, King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, by whom Princes reign, and 
upon whom the Right of Kings depends? 
Nay, the Glaſſator upon the Canon Law hath 
given him the high and blaſphemous Title, of 
our Lord God the Pope. And the Popes have 
acted accordingly, abſolving Subjects from their 
Allegiance to their lawful Princes, fomenting 
and raifing Rebellions, depoſing or murdering 
righcful Princes, and ſetting up others in their 
Stead, With what Pride and Haughtineſs have 
they called Emperors their Vaſſals? and even 
obliged. ſome of them to hold che Bridle till 


* x Cor. iii. 16, 17. 2 Cor. vi. 16. Eph. ii. 20, 21, 22. 
1 Tim. vi. 15. Heb. iii. 6. 1. Pet. ii. 5, 6, 7, Rev. iii. 12. 
> Vid. Canon. Diſtinct. 96. c. ſatis evidentia. 
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the Pope has mounted his Horſe : Or to bear up 
his Train after him, when his Holineſs has been 
pleaſed to walk in a pompous Proceſſion ? Nay, 
with what amazing Inſolence have the Romi/Þ 
Prieſts whipt Kings and ſovereign Princes, and 
the Pope has even ſet his Foot upon an Emperor's 
Neck? He has claimed the ſole Right of no- 
minating, inveſting, or confirming the Princes 
and Rulers of the Earth. . 

If this be not to exalt himſelf above all that 
zs called a God, or an Emperor; there can be no 
Event, to anſwer this, or any Propheſy what- 
ſoever. 

TI think E£:Caoue was deſigned to refer to the 
Roman Emperor. But if we underſtand it (as 
ſome do) of Objects of, or Things pertaining 
to Religious Worſhip : —— The Propbeſy is ſtill 
accompliſhed. For doth not the Biſhop of 
Rome claim the ſole Power of ordaining Sacra- 
ments, conſecrating Altars and Images, cano- 
nizing Saints, and appointing what Sort of re- 
higious Worſhip ſhall be paid; as well as to 
whom ? Otherwiſe, how comes it to paſs, that 
the Virgin Mary is more frequently invoked 
than the Gop and Father of our Lord JEsus 
CuR1sT? Is not this, moſt evidently, a religi- 
gious Tyranny founded in, and till ſupported by. 
the Pretence of Religion? Other Potentates have 
ſometimes called. in Religion for a Pretence, 
and laid aſide that Pretence, when their Pur- 
poſe has been ſerved; but no Tyranny, beſides 
this, hath been intirely founded in, and all 
along carried on, merely by a Pretence to Re- 


In this Expreſſion there feems to be an evident Alufen go 
Dan. xi. 36. | * 
ligion. 
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lition. And how exactly has THE ApostLE 
propheſyed of this? when he foretold, that he 
would /t in the Temple of Gop (not a God, or 
temporal Potentate ; but) as 4 God, i. e. under 
another, a religious Pretence *, he would lay 
Claim to the Power of a femporal Monarch, 
in ordine ad ſpiritualia) under the Pretence of 
being the Head of the Cathelick Church, and 
having aul ſpiritual Power, he would thus exalt 
himſelf. And, I need not ſay, that under this 
Colour, the Biſhop of Rome has claimed a moſt 
exorbitant Power, and that heteih this his King- 
dom is diverſe from all Kingdoms. Fot other 
Princes rule in their own Dominions, by their 
temporal Power. Bur, under the Notion of 
ſpiritual Power, the Pope claims Obedience in 
Kingdoms and Countries, where a foreign 
temporal Prince could have no Claim. So that 
tho' he does not directly pretend to be @ God, 
or a temporal Prince; yet he ſhows himſelf to 
be one; and hath often been, in Reality; poſ- 
ſeſſed of equal, or greater Power. 

From our faying, that by the Temple of 
« Gop, in this Propheſy, is meant the Chriſtian 
« Church,” Bellarmine would infer; ©* that then 
e the Church of Rome, muſt be the Church of Gop: 
« For there the Pope ſitteth upon his Throne.” 
But his Argument is vain and frivolous. And 
no more will hence follow, than that the 
Church of Rome may be called © the Church of 
« Gor,” in the ſame Senſe that an b adulterous 
Woman may. be called a Wife; or, as the great- 
eſt Corruptions may retain the Names, which 


* Laftant. I. vii. f. 7. Rex ille teterrimus, ſed Mendactorum propheta, 
& ſeipſum conſtituet, & vocabit Deum. G. Rev. vii. 1, 2, He. 
| _—-1 were 
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were given in the Times of the greateſt Sim- 
plicity and Purity. 

V. 6.“ And ye know what now hinders, that 
* he may be revealedin his own proper ſeaſon.” 
From St. PavL's cautious and covert Man- 
ner of ſpeaking, leſt he ſhould offend the high- 
er Powers, as well as from other Arguments, 
tis highly probable that the Roman Emperors 
were the obſtructing Power, And 'tis remark- 
able, that, upon that very Account, the pri- 
mitive Cbriſtiuns uſed to pray for the Continu- 
ance of the Roman Empire, viz. © to hinder 

the Appearance of Antichriſt.” 

Tertullian (who flouriſhed toward the Con- 
cluſion of the fecond Century) faith, «© Now 
* the Myſtery of Iniquity worketh, only he 
% who letteth, will lett, 'till he be taken out 
* of the Way. What is this (ſays he) but the 
« © Roman Empire. 

And St. Jerome, when he heard that Rome 
was taken by Alaricus the Goth, ſhewed plain- 
ly, that he expected the Appearance of Anti- 
Chriſt, upon the Removal of the Roman Em- 

re, and wondered that it was not more ſpeedy. 
« For (ſays he) he that hindered, is taken out 
© of the Way, and yet we do not underſtand 
ee that Anti-Chrift approaches.” | 

V. 7. * For the Myftery of Iniquity already 
ec works; only there is one that obſtructs, till 


<« he be taken out of the Way.” 
2 Vid. St. Aut. de Civitate Dei, 1. xx. c. 7 b De Reſur. 
Carnis. c. 24- © See alſo Lactant. I. vii. F 16, 17. and 


Jerome on Daniel, who ſays it was a general Opinion, that towards 
the End of the World 10 Kings ſhould ſhare the Roman Empire; 
and that Anti-Chrift ſhould be the 11%, and overcome them all. 
4 Ad Geront. de Monogam. LR "Y 
3 | "Tis 
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Tis impoſſible for us to know more of the 
Tendency towards this grand Apoſiaſy in the 
AeosTLEs Days, than the ArosTLES or pri- 
mitive Chriſtians have mentioned in their Writ- 
ings, Hymaeneus and Alexander ſubverted the 
Chriſtians, by teaching falſe Doctrines. Diatre- 
Pbes aſpired after the Preeminence. Demgs 
over-loved this preſent World. -Others are 
charged with making a Gain of Godlineſs. 
Some by a falſe Humility fell into the Wor- 
ſhip of Angels; others placed Religion in a 
Dikkinction between Meats and Drinks, forbid- 
ing to marry, and injoining Abſtinence from 
ſuch Things as Gop allows; and finally, many 
others placed their Religion in Feſtivals, and 
New-Moons, in a Diſtinction between Days 
and Weeks, Months and Years: Not confider- 
ing that « the Kingdom of Gop conſiſted in 
« Righteouſneſs and Peace, and Joy in the 
« holy Spirit,” From ſuch Corruptions of 
Chriſtianity it was, that St. JohN ſaid © There 
e were then many Anti-Chrifts,”” As we know 
what the Apoftaſy is, at its Height, we may 
juſtly conclude, that every Corruption in Wor- 
ſhip, Faith, or Practice, was a making Way 
for this Apoſtaſy; ſomewhat of the Spirit of 
the Man of Sin, or the Myſtery of Iniquity then 
working. And (according to this Part of the 
Propheſy) tis well known, that they have not 
arriv'd to their grand Corruption of Chriſtianity, 
but Step by Step; and at the firſt by flow and 
almoſt inſenſible Degrees. 

V. 8. And then ſhall be revealed that 
« wicked one, or lawleſs perſon,” and 'tis no- 
toriouſly evident, that the Removal of the 

| D 2 Roman 
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Roman Emperors did actually open the Way for 
the Advancement of the Biſbop of Rome to his 
Power and Grandeur, Then was that wicked 
one ſignally revealed. & avou©, that lawleſs 
Perſon; how proper a Title for him, who 
hath been declared to be ſubject to no Law, 
but that he can, by the Plenitude of his Power, 
make Right Wrong, and Wrong Right, Virtue 
Vice, and Vice Virtue; that he can diſpenſe 
with all Laws, humane and divine. And that 
he may do all Things above Law, againſt 
Law, and without Law? 
V. 8. („ Whom the Loxp will confume by 
« the breath of his mouth, and will utterly 
« aboliſh by the brightneſs of his coming:”) 
Theſe Words muſt be conſidered, as thrown in 
by Way of Parentheſi . Or elſe his Deſtructi- 
on, mentioned in this Verſe, will be placed 
before his Coming and exalting himſelf to ſuch 
Power, by the moſt wicked and deceitful Me- 
thods, mentioned in the next Verſe. And I 
ſuppoſe that it was thrown in to comfort the 
Chriftzans, under ſuch a Proſpect, by the aſ- 
ſured Hopes of this Tyranny's coming to an End. 
As the laſt Sentence was inſerted by Way of 
Parentbeſis, we may go on with the principal 
Subject, as if it had not been there; V. 9, 10, 
11, 12. When the obſtructing Power is re- 
moved. Then ſhall that wicked one be re- 
« vealed, whoſe coming is after the working 
« of Satan, with all power, and figns, and 
&« lying wonders; and with the moſt fraudu- 
lent and unrighteous Cheats; tho' none need to 
ve deluded thereby, if they are Lovers of Truth 
and Vite 
KN The 
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The many Pretences to Miracles in the 
Church of Rome have abundantly fulfilled this, 
They have aſſerted that Churches have been 
taken up in one Place, and carried thro' the 
Air into diſtant Countries. That Images have 
nodded, ſmiled, frowned, or ſpoken upon Oc- 
caſion. That the Blood of a Saint hath been 
annually liquefied on a certain Day of the Year, 
That the * firſt Convert St. Gaul made in Ger- 
many was a Bear. That St. Antony of Padua 
preach'd to a vaſt Aſſembly of Fiſhes, whom 
he had miraculouſly called together, and who 
devoutly heard him preach the Word of the 
Lokp. That St. Francis preached with great 
Succeſs to Birds and Beaſts, which he thought 
oUR LoRD had commanded, Mark xvi. 15. 
when he bade the AposTIES to © Go into all 
« the world, and to preach the goſpel to every 
© creature.” 

Numberleſs have been the fictitious Appari- 
tions of the Souls of dead Men, in- order to 
prove ſuch a State as Purgatory. Nay, to 
prove this, what have they not pretended- to? 
Voices from Heaven or Hell; Cures at the 
Shrines of their Saints, or by their Bones and 
Reliques; to which they have ſometimes aſ- 
crib'd the Power to raiſe Perſons from the 
Dead! all the Legends and lying Wonders which 
the moſt diabolical Invention could contrive, 
have been made uſe of, to found and ſupport 
this notorious Apoſtaſy. 

For my own Part I queſtion the Realicy of 
all their Miracles“. But ſuppoſe any of them 


» Addiſon's Travels, p 284. ibid. p. 47, Cr. d Vid. St. 
Auſtin. de Civit. Dei, i XX. C. 19. H 


92 es, ſee the late Popiſh Catechiſm, Appendix, L. 13, 
| to 
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to be real, a Miracle only ſheweth that ſome 
Being interpoſes, who is ſuperior in Power to 
Man. And, as we muſt judge by the Doctrine 
and Practice they would promote, whether 
Miracles are worked by a good or a bad Spirit; 
tis evident that (if they work any real Mira- 
cles) they are aſſiſted by a malevolent and wicked 
Spirit; becauſe they would thereby promote 
—_— and Falſhood, Idolatry and Wicked- 
neſs. - | 

They have, likewiſe, by the moſt unrighte- 
ous Deceit, appeared as profeſs'd Friends to 
Chriſtianity , tho' really its greateſt Ene- 
mies. 

They have canonized Men for Saints, who 
have been the moſt flagitious Sinners. And 
have conſecrated Murders, Treaſons, Maſ- 
ſacres, and Rebellions, by promiſing their Vo- 
taries, that they ſhould not paſs thro' the Fire 
of Purgatory, but ſhould have immediate En- 
trance into Heaven; ſuppoſe they ſhould be 
cut off in perpetrating ſuch black and horrid 
Crimes. 

It were endleſs to mention their pious Frauds, 
and ſpecious aſtoniſhing Methods to encreaſe 
their Number; to draw in the worſt of Men, 
and to diſcourage the beſt; in order to gratify 
their own exorbitant Luſt of Power and Am- 
bition. | 


And muſt not Men have caſt off te Love of 


2 Lactant. I. vii. F 19. Hic eſt autem, qui appellatur Axtichriſtus: 
ſed fe ipſe Chriſtum mentietur; & contra verum dimicabit. How 
remarkably applicable is this to the Biſhop of Rome, who lays Claim 
to the Title“ of the Succeſſor of St. PETER, and CurIST's 2 upon 
Earth; and conſequently, the Father and Paſtor of all the Faith- 


ful?“ See the late Popiſh Catechiſm, e. ult. 5. 
Trut 3 
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Truth, who can delight in their fabulous _ 
ditions, and monſtrous lying Legends, and 
tamely give up the — or ſpeak of them 
with Contempt. 

Thus have I briefly gone thro' the ſeveral 
Parts of 7tbis Propheſy, and ſhewn (I think) 
that no Propheſy can be more exactly accom- 
pliſhed. 


COROLLARIES. 


(1.) © From what hath been faid tis eaſy to 
« judge concerning Popery and the Reformation.” 
Tis not the Largencis of a Church, nor her ex- 
ternal Pomp and * Splendour, which makes her 
the true Church, Nor are they always the 
Schiſmaticks, who are the feweſt in Number. 
No, ſuppoſe all the Nations of the Earth 
ſhould generally agree together, in maintaining 
abſurd Doctrines, immoral and unreaſonable 
Practices, Uncharitableneſs and Impoſitions.— 
They are properly the Heretics and Schi/ma- 
ties; and let the Number who ſeparate from 
them, in Defence of Truth, Virtue, Liberty, 
and Charity, be never ſo few, they are in Re- 
ality the true Church. And the other is only 
a grand Schiſm, or worldly Faction: Even tho 
their Party be as numerous, as that with the 
Soles of their Feet they could dry up Ri- 
vers. 

Holding the Truth in Love is a Mark of the 
true Church. And ſuch: as forſake this are 
Apoſtates. Such is the Schiſm, Faction, and 
Apoſtaſy of the preſent Church of Rome; that 

„See the Appendix to the-late-Popith Catechiſm. $. 2. 
| Mother 
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Mother of © 1dolatries, and of the Abominations of 
the Earth. And Reformation is a moſt glorious 
Thing, when founded upon its right Bz/js of 
Reaſon and Scripture, Liberty and Charity. 

2.) © How ſtrong an Argument may, what 
* hath been ſaid, afford us for the Truth of 
* the Chri/tian Religion?” Here was a moſt 
ſignal Event foretold, and that many Ages be- 
fore it came to pals; An Event, the 
like to which had never happened fince the 
Creation of the World, (and, moſt probably, there 
never will happen ſuch another ) it was, there- 
fore, an Event, which was out of the Reach 
of all humane Conjecture, or Foreſight: And 
yet Experience hath ſhewn that the Predic- 
tion was exact. 

Neither Entbuſiaſis, nor Impoſtors could, 
poſſibly, have gueſſed ſo agreeably to ſo 
uncommon an Event. Nor can we, who 
have lived to ſee ſo much of the Accompliſh- 
ment, deſcribe his Apoſtaſy in a more juſt, or 
lively Mannner, than Sr. Paul has here done, 
in a few Verſes, and St. Jonx, more largely, 
in the Revelation. 

They, therefore, muſt have been 7rue 
Prophets and divinely inſpir'd: Or elſe they 
never could have uttered ſuch remarkable 
Predictions, which Time and Fact have ſo 
amazingly verified. | 

Some other Arguments for the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion, tho' juſt and conclu- 
five, may be of a more ſubtle and difficult 
Nature: But the Riſe and Progreſs of is 
Apoſtaſ is a Fact, a plain, notorious, well 
known Fact: An Argument which .cannot 
| eaſily 


a Gy _ J "" = A 
. _ * . - 
. * 1 4 


= D 29 


- 


* 


eaſily be evaded; but muſt ſtrike the Virtu- 
ous and Attentive |! | 

All Church Hiſtory, for ſeveral paſt Cen- 
turies, is full of it; and we need only 
open our Eyes, and we may behold too 
much of it. For the Man of Sin is even 
now upon his Throne, exalting himſelf, as 
much as he can, above all the Kings of the 
Earth; and with ſuch ſtrong Deluſions ſe- 
ducing the Nations, as to make many of 
them believe a Lye. They may pretend, 
among us, that Popery is alter'd, and become 
a meek and harmleſs Religion; and, that they 
have thrown off that perſeruting Spirit, 
which they have formerly diſcovered. But 
how lately have we heard of the diſmal Ef- 
fects of their cruel and tyrannical Temper ? 
and the poor baniſhed Sa/tzburghers (whom 
'tis the Glory of this Proteſtant Nation ſo 
288 to have relieved) are too freſh an 
nſtance and Proof of the perſecuting Spirit 
of Popery, to ſuffer it to be believed among 
us, that the Church of Rome, tho' dreſſed up 
in Sheep's Cloathing, is any. other than a 
ravenous Wolf, 

Our ANncxsTors felt the dreadful Ef- 
fects of their perſecuting Spirit, and expe- 
rienced their tender Mercies to be cruel. 
Nay, we ourſelves were in imminent Dan- 
ger : But by a remarkable Interpoſition of 
the divine Providence, the Snare was bro- 
ken, and we have eſcaped. Yet all pious 
and - benevolent Perſons are daily mourn- 


ing 
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ng over this anti- chriſtian Corruption and 
yranny; and ready to ſay, How long, 
« O Lord, holy, juſt, and true; wilt not 
te thou deliver thine Elect, that cry unto 
« thee Day and Night!“ 

CHRISTIANITY is a Religion reaſonable 
in itſelf, promotes the pureſt Virtue, was 
at firſt planted by Miracles and great Plenty 
of ſpiritual Gifts. And here is a remark- 
able Propheſy, which (after ſo many hun- 
dred Years) is exactly verified, by a notori- 
ous Event. What Evidences would be 
ſufficient, where all theſe are rejected? 

(3.) © We ought not to be ſhocked at 
ce the preſent State of the Cbhriſtian Church. 
« Becauſe ſuch, did the APosTLEs of ouR 
« LoRD propheſy, that it would be.“ Tho 
the beſt of Things are liable to Corrup- 
tion; yet one would hardly have thought 
it poſſible, that ſo great, ſo notorious. 
a Corruption, could (by any Pretence) 
have ſprung out of the Cbriſtian Religion. 
Look into the New Teſtament, which con- 
tains the Religion of JIxsus, and look into 
the Polity and Conſtitution of the Church 
of Rome; and you may eaſily perceive that 
Light and Darkneſs are not more unlike, 
The Goſpel every where requires the great- 
eſt Virtue and Purity, and this wicked 
Church (which ſchiſmatically calls her- 
ſelf the * Catholick and only true Church) has 
invented ſo many Arts, to make Men very 

» See the Appendix to the late Popiſh Catechiſm, f. 3. 
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religious, without any Virtue or Goodneſs 
at all; that (wherever tis eſtabliſhed and 
prevails) it incourages almoſt all Manner of 
Wickedneſs and Abominations. 

Danier * prophefied that the Gop of 
Heaven would erect 4 Kingdom, which 
ſhould be ſubject to the Son of Man; and 
we ſay, that this Kingdom of Righteouſneſs 
was actually erected by ouR Lorp Jxsus 
CHRIsT. Now, upon looking abroad into 
a great Part of Chriſtendom, 'tis natural 
to inquire, © Is this the Kingdom prophe- 
« fied of?“ 

No, to prevent the Anxiety, which might 
ariſe in the Minds of true Chriſtians from 
ſuch a Difficulty, it was alſo propheſied, 
that out of 7this ſpiritual Kingdom thould 
ariſe one of the greateſt Apoſtafies and 
Corruptions that ever appeared in the 
World. Though true Cbriſtianity (as con- 
tained in the Scriptures) have all along 
been invariably the ſame. 

(4.) © How ought we to reoice that 
e this tyrannical and unrightequs power 
* ſhall come to an end? and think our- 
« ſelves obliged.(from a ſenſe of our duty 
© to Gor, and out of Benevolence to Man- 
* kind) to do every Thing, in our Pow- 
« er, towards bringing about tio happy an 
« Event?” 

BLESSED BE Gop that we are deliver- 
ed from this worſe than Egyptian Dark- 

* Dan ii. 44. 75 vii. 13. 14. 
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neſs and Slavery, Particularly, let us re- 
flect, with Gratitude, upon our narrow 
Eſcape under the auſpicious Conduct of 
the glorious Prince of Orange, K. William 
of immortal Memory, who -(by the Fa- 
vour of a kind Providence) laid the Foun- 
dation for a later Eſcape, when, by Means 
of a perſecuting and bigotted Faction, a 
Po'iſh Pretender was ready to aſcend the 
Throne. Then it was that King Willi- 
am's noble Legacy rook Place, by the 
Coming in of be illuſtrious Houſe of Han- 
over, A Family, who were amongſt the 
fir/ſ8 Proteſters againſt Popery, and who 
have ever ſince continued Proteſtants. And 
(which hath been, in a diſtinguiſhing 
Manner, the Glory of that illuſtrious 
Houſe; and attended with the greateſt 
and moſt diffuſive Bleſſings; they 
have, upon many Occaſions, been) ſtre- 
nuous Aſſerters of Liberty, both civil and 
religious. 

BLESSED BE Gop for ſuch a royal Fa- 
mily, and let all the People ſay Amex. 
May they and their Deſcendants continue 
Friends to Mankind, throughout all coming 
Generations! and experience the Joys and 
ample Bleſſings which attend the ſincere 
Love of Truth, Virtue, Religion, and Li- 
berty ! 

"Tis ſaid that this corrupt and perſe- 
cuting Religion gains Ground in this free 
and Proteitant Nation; and even in this 


Day 
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Day of Light and Liberty, — But what 
| Madneſs muſt poſſeſs ſuch as would bring 
us back again into this ſpiritual Egypt? 
When all wiſe Men would avoid her, for 
Fear of, at laſt, partaking in her Plagues? 

Tis the Duty of all Proteſtants to give up 
whatever abſurd Doctrines, or impoſing Prin- 
ciples, they may have hitherto mixed with 
what is truly reaſonable and Chriſtian. 
Till chen, it muſt be expected that Popery 
will always get Footing among us. 

THANKS BE ToGop, that we have the Scrip- 
tures ſo common, and in our own Language; 
that we are allowed the Liberty of private 
Judgment; and bleſſed with ſo many, an 
ſuch excellent Helps to underſtand aur Bi- 
ble! That ſuch a Spirit of Liberty and free 
Inquiry hath, in this laſt Age, gone out 
into the Land! May Heaven diffuſe this 
happy Spirit, and grant it the longeſt Con- 
tinuance ! 

Tis not 3oo Years ago, ſince our Ance/- 
tors were required to believe the groſſeſt Ab- 
ſurdities, and to practiſe the moſt flagrant 
Idolatry, and that upon Pain of forfeiting 
all that was dear to them in this World, 
and of being ſentenced to eternal Damnation 
in the next. 

Tho' the firſt Reformers made a glorious 
Stand, and went great Lengths, in a little 
Time; yet they could not ſhake off one of 
the worſt Parts of Popery, viz. the Spirit of 
Infallibility and Perſecution. And a Race of 
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fyrannical Kings, ſupported by covetaus and 
ambitious Prieſts, continued to practiſe upon 
Proteſtants, that Cruelty, which all Proteſ- 
fants had ſo much and fo juſtly exclaimed 


againſt, when practiſed by the Papiſts upon 


themſelves. By this Means it has come to 
paſs, that true Liberty, and free Inquiry are 


but of Yeſterday. _— A Bleſſing reſerved 


by Providence for us! 

The moſt acceptable Way of teſti- 
fying our Gratitude to AL MIGHTY Gop, 
for ſo great, ſo unſpeakable a Bleſling, 
is to ſtudy the Scriptures with Care, 
and to form our Temper and Practice 
accordingly. To allow others that Li- 
berty of private Judgment, which we our- 
ſelves ſo ardently defire. To avoid Uncha- 
ritableneſs towards ſuch as differ from us, 
and to ſhow our Good-Will to the Perſons 
of the Papiſis; whilſt we ſo much and fo 
juſtly abhor zherr Religion. Let us ever take 
Care to watch againſt a perſecuting Spirit, 
in all the Branches and Degrees of it; and 
to lay the great Streſs of Religion, where the 
Scriptures of the New Teſtament have laid it 
(not in abſtruſe Notions, and unintelligible 
Subtleties: Not in Forms and Ceremonies, 
nor in an empty Profeſſion of the pureſt and 
beſt Religion; but) upon the fincere Love 
of Gop and one another; upon a due go- 
verning our Paſſions and ſenſual Appetites, 
and the habitual Practice of univerſal Holi- 


any 


[3] 


any Man belongs to, what Profeſſion of 
_ © Religion he makes, or what Adyantages he 


injoys; if he doth not love Gop and 
keep his Commandments? If he abuſes his 
Liberty to Licentiouſneſs; and in the Midſt 
of fuch marvellous Light, ſhows that he 
loves Darkneſs, by leading a ſcandalous and 
wicked Life; which, of all others, is the 
blackeſi Hereſy, and the moſt flagrant and 
moſt notorious Corruption and. . 
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ADVERTISEMENT.” a 
Ta the Proſe.” 


HE Hiſtory of the” firſt Planting the 
Chriftian Religion; in two Vols. 4to. 
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By GEORGE BENSON. 


In this Hiftory there will be a continued 
Paraphraſe of the Atts of the Apoſtles, with 
ſome critical Notes in the Margin. The 
Jewiſh and Roman Hiſtory, which affected the 
Cbriſtians within this Period, will be inter- 
mixed, ſomewhat after the Manner of Dr. 
Pridæau ws Connection, &c. St. Paul's Epiſe 
tles will be abridg'd, and inſerted in their 
Chronological Order. 

And an Appendix added to prove that St. 
Lokk wrote the Ace, and to "go out the 


Evidences which thcy _ * Truth 
of Cbriſtianity. 
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" 1ſt Vol. will be ready to be deliver d to lle 
DG about Midſummer. Fr 


